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Sid Lewis breaks into the College circuit with a class about bluegrass!
A revolutionary event in the history of bluegrass has recently occurred:
……a hillbilly has broken onto the college educational system! 
Yes, Chico California’s own Sid Lewis (of the bluegrass school Acoustic College) has been teaching a class on the fundamentals of bluegrass jamming at festivals everywhere (Strawberry Music festival, California WorldFest, etc) but recently was asked to bring his workshop into a much more formal venue: Shasta College! 
“It’s the first time I ever heard of bluegrass being taught at college!” says Shasta College student John Dickerson, a senior student and bluegrass fan. “I think it’s about time. So far if you want to learn music at college all you have are classical and jazz. Now we have bluegrass!”

Sid Lewis is equally tickled. “I feel like a hillbilly in the midst of high society”, he says. “people with tubas and clarinets are walking by and I’ve got a banjo on and I’m singing “Ground Hog”!”
After the success of his Jamming 101 Workshop at music festivals (Strawberry drew 120 people the 1st day!) Sid decided to try getting his unique bluegrass class to new places. He applied for a date to teach a community education class and was surprised to get a date for March 18th for a two hour spot! This is literally the first time in the history the college that bluegrass music was formally taught on campus!

“I think it’s a great area for spreading the love of bluegrass music”, says Sid. “In Redding you shake any tree and a fiddler falls out! And it’s a great way to connect the generations, because although bluegrass is usually thought of as a music for older folks, there are a lot of younger people getting into it. It’s the neatest thing to watch a grandma playing the fiddle with a 10 year old on guitar!”

Sid developed the Jamming 101 system in the early ‘90’s and the California WorldFest produced by the founder of  the Strawberry Festival Dan Dewayne. He got the idea after years of jamming and noticing a distinct lack of instruction available on the subject. “There was literally nothing written on the subject. The only way you learn to jam was to learn by trial and error” Sid observes. His class now covers all the “un-taught” subjects, including manners and etiquette, important songs, playing “back-up” versus “lead”, and other musical styles that effect bluegrass, such as swing and Irish. 
The result is a wonderful combination of instructional class, comedy and beginner jam session, where everyone goes away with new jam friends and confidence. 
The classes have been gaining popularity, and this year Sid has been asked to teach Jamming 101 at the Kate Wolf memorial Festival (http://www.katewolf.com/festival) the Live Oak festival near Santa Barbara (http://liveoakfest.org) and was recently featured on National Public Radio’s “Weekend America” program, broadcast Nationally.

(See http://weekendamerica.publicradio.org/programs/index_20040925.html).
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